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| May 22, 1754. 
12 eaſy for the friends of Elizabeth Canning to 


excite a doubt, if not an abhorrence of their oppo- 


nents, by the moſt diſpaſſionate repreſentation of what 


every reaſonable man might expect to be practiſed by per- 
ſons of the profeſſion and character of Mary Squires and 
her family, perſons who were harboured by the profligate 
widow of an executed felon, the miſtreſs of Virtue Hall, 
in a brothel ſo infamous and deteſtable as that at Enfield 


Waſh: it were eaſy to ſhew, that the inmates of ſuch a 


houſe, not ſtreightened for time, might for a ſeaſon find 
means to obſcure and perplex the plaineſt truths, and de- 
lay the effects of that Juſtice which is the band and ſecurity 
of ſociety ; nor would Elizabeth Canning ſuffer by the re- 
collection, that it was the Inſpector who wrote, and 
who ſollicited againſt her. £ 


The reverence due to a deciſion not yet made, equally 


binds both parties to ſilence; and every anticipation of 
evidence is not only illegal, (1) but a tacit admiſſion that 
the perſon guilty of it is convinced, that the cauſe he eſpouſes 
will not bear a ſtrict examination free from paſſion and pre- 
judice. But though the friends of Elizabeth Canning have 


been ſilent on this head, yet no reſpect due either to the 


laws of God or man requires their paſſing by, unnoticed, 
reflections on her character and their own, equally cruel 
and falſe, which are ſo diligently propagated. 
For her — had ſhe not poſſeſſed from her infancy a mo- 
ral character, exemplary as well as blameleſs, two diſtinct 
| A 2 ſets 


(1) I may be gueftioned, as the trial is not yet cloſed, for want 

of the final deciſion of the court, whether the publication of it in the 
Seffions Paper, is not an anticipation of evidence ; at leaſt, it may 
be aſted, whether the publication of it in the broken mangled and 
imperfech manner in which it is begun, and will likely be continued, 
is not a ſuppreſſion, and, therefore, a perverſion of evidence, Ta 
the judgment of what ſingle mind, nay to. the judgment of what fifty 
or what hundred minds in this kingdom, ſhould the abſtracting a 
trial of ſuch importo->e be left? No copy, it is heped, will now en- 
gage the attention of the public, that is not atteſted, upon oath, to 
be faithfully printed from the manuſcript papers, faithfully collated, 
of the three writers who were projeſjedly employed; and if ſuch a 
full and authentic copy wwas intended, was it fit that any abſtract 
ſrould have been printed ? EY 


f p : 2 2 
; i a : vl — | 
R * - * WE + + 
4 +, 5x 5Y * 
reer : =" — 
. mY g 2 — 
— — — — — 


- * 8 
9e * * 1 
— — 
. M e ** 8. : 
3 Pn 7 * *. — 4 a Lv 


. 


. * 
„e 
22s 
r r rn 4, 6 


— 2 
ä = v2.7 


288 


— 
r 


4s * 
22 Is * . 5 o 
wo F 


1 


1 (4) 
ſets of men, whom charity alone engaged in her defence, 
' would not have been ſuch idiots as to perſiſt in it: and 
after ſhe has been driven, by the moſt confident aſſertions, 
to the neceſſity of ſummoning a phyſician and a midwife 
to clear her character from the fouleſt aſperſions, the pro- 
priety of whoſe examination was ſuperſeded by the teſtimony 
of a midwife called, and the admiſſions of council retained 
againſt her; it is ſurely a ſcandal to humanity that her 
preſent ſituation cannot protect her from new barbarities 
and lies. Simplicity, integrity, and diligence, are the only 
ortion of this orphan girl; and to have the fruits of them 
red to her, in the ſtation allotted her by providence, 


after, notwithſtanding the affected appellations that have 


the ſenſe of every perſon who has ſeen her. 


her defence they are willing to refer it to the moſt ſtri 
and impartial inquiry, whether they have not always con- 
fidered the diſcovery of truth and the inflexible adminiſtra- 
tion of juſtice, in a cafe that has occaſioned all human 
evidence to be queſtioned by the ſceptic, and may occa- 
fon all human laws to be defied by the daring, as of the 
flirſt importance. . 2 
Canning might have been happy, and muſt have been 
fafe in an obſcurity that eluded all ſearch, had not her own 
inelination and the ſentiments of her friends induced her to 
appear. But the eftabliſhing merely the characters of ten 
- Innocents, or merely procuring the puniſhment of ten 
| guilty perſons, is not of equal importance with the queſtion 
that remains to be determined: the ſafety of the whole 
community depends upon the impartial adminiſtration of 
juſtice to ever individual; a fingle exception to this rule 
may juſtly make every one tremble for himſelf, and for the 
objects of his deareſt affection and tendereſt regard. Thus 
much before the tryal. During the courſe of it, ber 


friends, as well in perſon as by advertiſements, (3) took 
ſuch 


Old- Bailey. . 
| Wedneſday, May 1ft. 
Although nothing can be ſaid to haue been proved again Eliza- 
beth Canning till ber exjdence has been heard, which before i- 
Morro 


(3) To the Perſons aſſembled about the Seſſions-Houſe in the 


of a common houſe ſervant, is the utmoſt ſhe has aſpired 
been given her by malice and folly, in contradiction to 


For thoſe of her friends, who have aſſiſted her in 2 


aording 
Ng ende. 
rf 52 ce, 


(55 


ch honeſt, ſuch ſucceſsful pains to prevent the inſults com- 


ained of, that they may reaſonably expect the infamous 
cagraph in the London Daily Advertiſer of Wedneſday 
e Iſt inſt. (2) ſhould be publicly diſclaimed and ſtigma- 
ſed, not only as injurious to them, but as being in itſelf 
violation of the law, and tending to produce the very 
ot which it cenſures. | 


1 Aud bes G i BK: 
May 23, 1754. 


Elizabeth Canning is again thrown entirely on the can- 
r of the Public, by the utterly unexpected, ungenerous 
d artful publication, yeſterday, of the chief ſtrength of 
e evidence againſt her, without any notice being taken 
xcept in the caſe of George, alias fohn Squires) of the 
ntradictions any of the thirty-four alibi witneſſes, hud- 
ed together, were guilty of, one of them upon record 
thout it's appearing whether Alderman Chitty gave the 
iſe words of his minutes, or whether his evidence was 

| | given 


FS 
row night may eNabliſh her innocence beyond a doubt ; yet vari- 
attempts have been made to prejudice the public againſt. her. 
mg other charges utterly falſe and infamous, it has been pub- 
ed, that her managers (who have ſcarcely received enough from 
charitably diſpoſed to pay the current charge of this tedious trial) 
e hired you to obſtruct Fuſtice. None of you preſent, none living, 
ſay, that one word prompting you to eſpouſe her fide has been ut- 
d by any one concerned for her. If you have any regard for pub- 
Juftice, for this poor injured girl, or for yourſelves—by all that 
ear to you, bs perſuaded to peace, and without the leaſt murmur 
ſult to any to wait the event of this buſineſ.— God and her in- 
mee have hitherto ſupported her, in the opinion of many, thro" 


ranpled diftireſſes : leave it to God and her innocence only to carry 


through this, and all will be avell. 
2) Paragraph in the London Daily Advertiſer of May iſt. 


his morning at nine o'clock will be continued the trial of Eliza- 
Canning. At the breaking up of the court on Monday ni ght, 
ob (as it may be reaſonably believed) hired for the purpoſe, were 
ty of many inſults and abuſes on the perſens who appeared in be- 
f of the proſecution ; the evidences for which, ave are credibly 
med, are threatened with deſtruttion.—Muſt it not appear an 
aordinary inflance of the girl's innocence, that theſe who have 


rlifice, now ſeek to impede it by violence and outrage ? 


mg endeavoured to elude the courſe of juſtice, by a continued train 
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„ 
given from memory, aſſiſted by them, at the diſtance 
fifteen months from the examination of Canning—ay 
without inſerting at the ſame time the letter which mil 
utterly have deſtroyed the next detail, even if what is ſai 
of the unanſwerable Fug being there, and the Pitcher ng 
there, ſhould be overlooked. TIE 

Yet Elizabeth Canning has ftill reaſon to hope even 
thing from the candor of the Public; nor have her wid. 
neſſes, however their parts may be related, any thing if 
fear. CER 


* 
# 4 


le Oc 


QuERIEs propoſed to SoLLOM EMLYN, Elq 
G Counſellor at Law. | 


Query 1. FS not E. 4 ſurrendering herſelf voluntari 
3 when ſhe had nothing to loſe by going aw 
an argument of her innocence ? | 


Anfwer. As a perſon flying from juſtice is a preſumpti & 4 
of guilt, ſo a voluntary ſurrender is, by parity of reaſon, 1 In 
preſumption of innocence ; but then it is but a preſumptid ly 
which may be overthrown by direct poſitive evidence. C 

| J Ma 

2. 2. Is it agreeable to law, that a jury, once chary ity : 
with the evidence, may be permitted to go at large, beſt d, 4 
Ges ce tc 


they have delivered in their verdict ? 
Al. I am of opinion, that tho! a jury once charged, mii then 
by conſent of parties, be diſcharged wholly from trying i care 
cauſe ; yet I do not apprehend that the law will allow th 
to go at large, in a criminal cafe, while the trial is 
pending: for tho' in a long trial ſuch a confinement n 
be inconvenient, yet I cannot find that the law has pt 

vided any remedy for it; it being in the eye of the lai 
Teſs inconvenience, than expoſing the jury to be tampe 
with before they have brought in their verdict; yet [| 
not but that they may take refreſhment, and retire to 
in a place provided for them, provided that they be guar 
by a ſworn officer, that no body be admitted to ſpeak 
them. | | 


r this, 

9 Is; oe a trary 
DO. 3. Is it not neceſſary upon an indictment for | 

jury, not only to prove that the fact ſworn to is falſe, IO. 6. 

alſo that the defendant knew it to be ſo at the time miſtak 

ſwearing ? | vent ji 


475 

W/. 1 think it to be very clear, that a mere miſtaken 
ue oath, without wilful and corrupt deſign, is not per- 
1 7 within the meaning of the indictment; for the in- 
ment charges it to be done falſely, wilfully and cor- 


nvicted of perjury, without evidence to prove a corrupt 
en, plot or confederacy, or elſe that the party muſt 
ds know it to be falſe; as in this caſe, if it were proved 
Wt E. C. was elſewhere at the time ſhe pretended to be at 
dheld ; for in this ſhe could not ſwear falſe thro* miſtake, 
ſhe might with reſpect to the perſon of the Gipſey. 
or is it ſufficient that even this evidence be but of equal 
Wizht with the defendant's oath ; for that would be but 
againſt oath, which determines nothing, unleſs it be 
ſuperior weight and credit; for elſe, by turning the 
es, the witneſs might equally be convicted on the de- 
dant's oath. | N 


9. 4. Does the law require that a jury charged upon 
h indictment, muſt neceſſarily bring in their verdict 
ity or Not Guilty generally? | 

. Certainly the law requires no ſuch thing; for the 
may, if they pleaſe, bring in their verdict Special, or 
Wilty as to part, and Not Guilty as to other part. In- 
, if it be only verboſely worded, and amounts in ſub- 
ce to a general verdict, it may be right in the court to 
them, it would be more proper to find it general; but 
n care ſhould be taken ſo to explain it to them, that 
may not by a general verdict find the defendant guilty 
more than they believe or intended to find him. 


A 5. Does not a finding the defendant not guilty of 
ul perjury, amount to an acquittal, although they ſhould 
find the party guilty of ſwearing falſely, not wilfully ? 
. If the jury really believed the party innocent of wil- 


at; and the ſwearing falſely, if not with deſign and 
owingly, is, as I conceive, not criminal in law: And 
r this, to find a general verdict of guilty, is quite the 
trary to their firſt finding. | 


eh miſtake, find ſuch a verdict, is there any remedy to 
Hent judgment in ſuch caſe? | 
| A. T his 


thy. Nor did I ever know, hear or read of any one 


a forſwearing, this is in effect a general verdict of ac- 
Ittal, for this is the only criminal part of the indict- 


L. 6. Suppoſe the jury, through ſurprize, inadvertency, 


— 25 
— ene — 
PA . —˖— 


A. This is extremely difficult, unleſs ſome. error, 
be ſhewn upon the face of the record, which may 
cauſe for arreſting judgment. Perhaps the ſuffering iſ} 
jury to go at large in the midſt of the trial may be uct] 
cauſe, as being a miſ- trial. 5 

In the caſe of Simons, the Poliſh Few, upon offidazi 
the jury, that they did not mean to give ſuch verdad 
was entered (as here, that they did not mean to find} 

defendant guilty of that part of the indiftment, ul 
charges with wilful perjury, but only that fhe hal 
ſeme part fworn falſely, though not wilfully) the « 
did ſet afide the trial. IF this be really the cafe, } 
jury ought however, for diſburthening their own d 
ſciences, to make ſuch repreſentations to the court, . 
leave the effett to them. | | 
r 8 8. EM vx. 


THE FREE ENQUIRER. N? 51. 
| _ Thurſday May 23d. 


LLOWING the difficulties in E. C's account 
her ſufferings their full weight, do not thoſe whi 
attend the ſuppolition of her being a cheat overbala 
them? For, | | 2} 
Qu. 1. Have there not been inſtances enough kne 
of young women ſpirited away by bawds and whdt 
maſters? Is there not, particularly, as black and cd 
plicated a crime of this kind laid to the charge of at 
bleman of the laſt age, and univerſally beheved ; | 
ſtory of which was related ſome months ago in the 
Enguirer *. PLE 
2. Are there not on record in the tranſactions of 
royal fociety, and in authentic hiſtory, unqueſtion 
inſtances of perſons faſting, or being ſuſtained with 
moſt nothing, much longer than one month? _ 
Is not an intermiſſion, a diminution, or inverll 
of the periſtaltic motion of the bowels, and almoſt a ti 
privation of many of the animal functions, and eſpeciil 
of the natural evacuations, to be expected in the caſe d 
perſon overpowered with fear, and deprived of ſuſtenu 
a long time ? : | | 


* See a remarkable ſtory of the late E. of Eſſex in 
Whiſton's Life, p. 272 to 278, ad edition, 
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4. Is it not eafily conceivable, that the. perſons, by 
Mirhom E. C. pretends to have been confined, might 
think it the ſafeſt thing they could do, to leave her to 
Whcrſelf, in the manner ſhe relates? Might they not ex- 
pect, that hunger would in time bring her to a com- 
pliance ? Might they not be afraid of attempting to force 
er, or to turn her out, after the uſage ſhe had received 
rom them? Might they not conclude, that to attempt 
to prevail with her by any other means than thoſe they 
used, would only pique her pride, or virtue, and make 

her more obſtinate? And is not the poſſeſſion of one, 
ſuppoſed to be a virgin, and who has held out long, 
Wrcckoned a prize among the cuſtomers of ſuch houſes, 
or which they will give any conſideration? Is it not 
herefore probable, all conſequences conſidered, that 
Mrs. W. and her aſſociates, would be the laſt perſons to 
think of favouring E. C.'s eſcape? And, as to her con- 
tinuing in her confinement fo long, and eſcaping ſo eaſily 
at laſt ; | | = 5 
5. Is it not eaſy to conceive, that a timorous young 
reature, who found herſelf in the hands of perſons who 
appeared to her capable of any barbarity, might be ſo 
terrified, as not to be able to think of making her 
ſcape from a place of confinement, otherwiſe not ſuffi- 
tent to reſtrain any perſon, who was not chained by 
fear? And yet, is it not alſo conceivable, that the ſame 
perſon might at laſt, ſeeing nothing, either way, but death 
defore her, take a reſolution between hope and deſpair, 
and ſo make her eſcape? 2 | 
6. Is her walking ten miles, in the emaciated condition 
he was in, an impoſſibility? Are there no inſtances of 
terſons performing as wonderful actions, when flying 
rom their enemies, and in fear of their lives? 

7. Suppoſing E. C. to be a cheat, are we to believe 
er to be a perſon of ſagacity, or one of mean capacity ? 
f ſhe is the former, how came ſhe to forge the ſtory of 
er ſufferings, in the manner ſhe did, if it was a forgery ? 
hat end was ſhe to gain by ſcandalizing a ſet of infa- 
ous people, and vagabonds? Would a perſon of com- 
on ſenſe have clogged a forgery, which ſhe had a month 
0 put together, with a number of difficulties, which 
ight have been left out of the ſcheme? Would not a 
perſon of ſagacity have invented a ſtory that was at leaſt 
Wlauſible? Why muſt ſhe be dragged almoſt a dozen 

LE - miles ? 


. 


| ( 10.) 
miles? Why. muſt ſhe have ſo very ſmall an allowance 
of bread and water? Why muſt the functions of natur 
be ſuſpended ? Why muſt no creature come near her, 0 gre! 
endeavour to prevail with her, by threatenings or ſollici. Ncav 
tations, in ſo long a time? If, on the other hand, ſhell - g 
a fool, how came ſhe to be capable of inventing a ftor cha 
which has baffled the ſkill of the ableſt lawyers, men ac. 
cuſtomed to ſearch into and unravel the ſchemes of thy 
crafty, and has put the whole nation to a nonplus thay 
confute her? which is ſo far from being done, that it i 
notorious ſhe has, in both her trials, drawn the opinion 
of the juries to her ſide. For that the firſt jury, who 
brought in the Gypſey and Mrs. W. guilty, believet 
E Cs ſtory, hardly any one can doubt. And that, cn 
her late trial, the jury did not find her a cheat, is equal hum. 
clear. For their firſt ſpontaneous verdict acquitted her dio i 
all the guilt charged in the indictment ; and with thei Hear 
ſecond they earneſtly recommended her to mercy ; whici 10 
they never would have done, had they judged her guily Heu 
of wilful perjury, to the taking away the life of a perſa N pect 
who had never injured her. I ſay*nothing of what ha non) 
been declared by ſome of the jury ſince the trial, whid 
ſhews, paſt all doubt, their favourable opinion of her. he g. 
8. Had E. C. been a cheat, how comes it, that ſo mam 
collateral circumſtances ſhould concur to confirm het lat t. 
ſtory ? That ſo many people ſhould voluntarily, and un- 
aſked, appear to give teſtimony, upon oath, in her fa- 
vour ? That the turnpike man fhould ſee a woman draggel 
along the road, by two fellows, about the time of tht 
night, and day of the month, in which ſhe pretends u 
have been in thoſe circumſtances ? That ſeveral peopli 
thould ſee a perſon ſo remarkable in her appearance, and 


in ſuch circumftances of diſtreſs, upon the road toward Lon. TE 
don, at the time ſhe pretends ſhe was on her return! 
That, though the life of a ſubject was at Rake, and in imme: 
diate danger, I mean that of the gypſey; no creature ſhoulſſ 5 1 


appear, and declare, that it was they, whom the turnpike mat 
ſaw, or whom the other perſons met at the time of E. C 
pretended return from her captivity z or that E. C. was to 
their knowledge in Tuch a place during her pretended con 
finement ? To be able to conjure up ſuch a number 0 
amazing circumſtances in favour of a forgery, and thit 
none of them ſhould prove evidently abſurd, or be after an ſo 
wards confuted; muſt ſhe not poſſeſs an uncommon de] 

; | greif The 
unſello 
ports. 


tree of ſsgacity? And to invent a ſtory fo liable to be 
cavilled at, muſt ſhe not have been a perfect idiot? 

i - g. Is there not a conſiderable difference between the 
character of E. C. and thoſe of a bawd and a e pte)! 4 
Jort of people, whoſe very profeſſions, generally ſpeaking, 
oMentitle them to the gallows ? Had the gypſey happened to 
have been hanged, the conſequence would have been, 
ü that there had been in the nation one vagahond leſs. But 
if the unhappy E. C. is innocent, or, at worſt, has com- 
mitted ſome miſtakes in her account of her ſufferings, 
vhich might very naturally happen, the primitive mar- 
yrs did not much more deſerve the commiſeration of all 
mane perſons, than one, whoſe cruel miſeries have been 

o ill redreſſed, or rather been aggravated by the very 

cans, which ſhould have proved her redreſs. 7 

10. Do not this, and the trial of Simons the Jew, 

ew the neceſſity of making ſome regulations with re- 
pect to three points? the firſt, to reſtore human teſti- 

ony to ſome degree of certainty, by putting judicial 
daths under proper regulations: the ſecond, to redreſs 
he grievances to which juries are ſubject F: and the third, 

he putting ſuch effectual reſtraints upon idle vagrants, 

hat there may not be a gypſey in the nation. 

Theſe are a few. reflections thrown together by one, 

pho never ſaw E. C. nor is acquainted with any one of 

xr protectors; and who defies all ſurmiſes of partiality, 

attachment to any ſide, but that of truth, for which he 
as the higheſt regard. 7 | 
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THE FREE ENQUIRER, N' 52. 
To'L TRUEMAN, Eſq; 
„ | May 29, 1754. 


OUR laſt paper on the caſe of E. C. is written in the 
genuine ſpirit of a candid and diſpaſſionate Enquirer 
Neo truth, and lover of mankind. It has been reprinted, 
univerſally read, and, I verily believe, by all, but thoſe 
hoſe paſſions have got the better of their reaſon, or who 
ean ſomewhat beſides honeſty and juſtice, approved; as 

B 2 pointing - 


+ Theſe are excellently ſet forth by Sollom Emlyn, Eſq; 
unſellor at law, in his judicious preface to judge Hales's 
ports, 


CE = 
pointing out the ſureſt and moſt compendious way of de. ſi tr 
ciding ſo intricate a point, and determing on which fide ſſ by 
truth lies. But I do not write to you, Sir, on purpoſe to ner 
compliment you on the merit of that eſſay. Let the pub- bel 
lic voice pronounce. My intention is to make a few re. r0v 
flections on the occaſion ; which ſhall be of a very diffe. iſ cor 
rene nature and tendency, | 7 on nh gd et 

It muſt be acknowledged, that the caſe of E. C. is, to] ſelf 
every ſubject in England, both intereſting and alarming. ing 
For, if it hould be after all true, that ſhe did actually ſuffer I not 
the cruel uſage, of which ſhe complains, at the hands of af run 
ſet of unknown ſavages, ſomewhere about Endfield W aſh, the 
whether ſhe has accuſed the right perſons, or has made 1 tor! 
miſtake, which undoubtedly ſhe might very innocent) tell 
have done; if theſe things are ſo, I aſk what man or wo- ar. 
man, at leaſt what private ſubject in England, is in ſafety! ney 
If a ſet of ruffians may at any time ſpirit away a perſon, IK 


keep him in confinement, rob, ftrip, ſtarve, and treat hin bee 
with unheard of barbarity ; and he muſt run the hazard oi bis 
a proſecution for perjury, if his account of his ſuffering me 
ſeems to wiſe heads a little ſtrange ; if he is to be put ii let 
Neweate, pilloried, and baniſhed, or ruined in his chaff oft 
rater and buſineſs, becauſe he has made an innocent mi- 
Rake in his narration ; if this be the caſe of Engliſh ſubW -1 
Jets, upon what ground do we ſtand ? Is not this giving Th. 
us up into the hands of thieves, kidnappers, and robber cuſe 
Is it not the moſt effectual method, that can be contrived MW It is 
for diſcouraging informations againſt the vileſt offender; ſulp 
the nuſances and peſts of ſociety ? And is not this direct bro 
contrary to ſound policy? Did ever any wiſe ſtate : contrii it it 
to throw the advantage into the hands of the enemies ca. 


the public peace; or to make it difficult or dangerous i way 
proſecute vagabonds, thieves, and ruffians ?. At this rate wo. 
the more unnaturally cruel, and the more artfully wickel nih 
the treatment, which a good ſubject meets with from a ſt 
of banditti, is, the leſs chance he is like to have of redreſs 
the more hazard he runs in endeavouring'to obtain redrel 
in a legal way. For if thoſe, who pretend to decide & 
the truth of his narration, are to begin at the wrong end d 


the buſineſs, and reaſon backward ; if they are to ſay, tiſ be it 
account of pretended grievances'is fo ſtrange, it cannot man 
true; nay, though it ſhould be ever ſo well proved, | Its c 
muſt be falſe, becauſe it is unuſual, or different from au mor 
thing that we ever met with; if men of weak intellech wilf 


1 


. arong paſſions, and whoſe views have not been enlarged 


„by reading and knowledge of the world, are in this many 
0 ner to argue theoretically, and reſolve. not to admit the 


„ belief of facts, merely becauſe thoſe facts ſeem to their nar- 
„row minds unaccountable; and if proſecutions are to be 
„ commenced upon ſuch dreams, and the tables to be turned 
in ſuch a manner, that the innocent ſufferer ſhall find him- 
o {elf in the place of the criminal; who would think of mak 
» ing a complaint, or giving an information? Who would 
ndt rather fit down contented with his firſt injury, than 
3 run the hazard of having calumny; impriſonment, and all 
the rigor of the law heaped upon him, and added to his 
1 former ſufferings? For my own part, Mr. Trueman, I 
tell you very plainly, if I ſhould be met with, alone, by. 
„a rogue in the fields, and loſe my watch and a little mo- 
1 ney, I would fay nothing of the matter. For how could 
„ 1.know, whether the fellow, who did it, might not have 
been formerly pimp to ſome great man, who might take 
bis part, get him off, and commence a proſecution againſt 
me for wilful and corrupt perjury ?' No, no, Mr. Trueman, 
let you and me keep out of the reach of the dreadful fangs 
of the a, rr CH 1 TR 
MM - Felix quem faciunt aliena pericula cautumn. 


I am aware of a cavil, which may be ſtarted here, viz. 
That it is hard, an innocent perſon ſhould be falſſy ac- 
cuſed either through the miſtake or deſign of the accuſer. 
It is not to be denied, that it is a misfortune to be unjuſtly 
ſuſpected of any thing bad. So it is to have a leg or arm 
broke by the accident of being overturned in a coach. But 
if it cannot be proved, that the coachman overturned the 
coach wilfully, and with a malicious intention, or ſome 
way by his own unpardonable fault, I believe no court 
would think of inflicting either corporal or pecuniary pu- 
niſhment on him, eſpecially if he had himſelf ſuffered by 
the fall. If I walk out into the fields alone, and am 
robbed, and abuſed in ſuch a manner, that the marks of 
the cruelty of the ruffians remain upon me, and if I thro? 
miſtake accuſe a perſon, or perſons, of the robbery and 
aſſault, and thoſe perſons are afterwards clearly found to 


man, whether it would be agreeable to juſtice, to law. in 
its original intention, to, the good of ſociety, or to com- | 


wilful and corrupt. perjury upon any other foundation, 


be innocent, I appeal to you, and your readers, Mr. True- ö 


mon humanity, to commence a proſecution againſt me for 


than 


1 * 
than a clear and ſtrong preſumption of a malicious inten- 
tion in me againſt thoſe particular perſons, occaſioned b 
ſome former difference between us, and rendered probable 
by the notorious wickedneſs of my character. 
Before this appears, the ſentence may probably be pro- 
nounced. I do not mention the ſeverity of inflicting any 
puniſhment whatever on that unfortunate, and, I verily 
believe, innocent ſufferer. What J inſiſt upon, is, the 
dreadful and alarming precedent of a proſecution for wilful 
and corrupt perjury againſt a perſon, already cruelly in- 
jured; and its poſſible effects in giving great advantages to 
the wicked part of the people, and rendering the ſuppreſ- 
ſion of enormities difficult and dangerous. | 
I do not, Mr. Trueman, by any thing I have faid, in- 
tend to reflect upon any perſon or perſons concerned in 
this affair. For I can ſuppoſe raſh and wrong ſteps taken 
without aſcribing them to deliberate ill deſign, 


In the Poſtſcript to the Whitehall Evening Poſt of 
ä June 0 appeared the following Paragraph: 


40 O N Thurſday Elizabeth K not was tried at the Old- 


Baily, for ſtealing two gowns from a female ac- 
quaintance of hers, and was found guilty of ſingle felony. 
— This woman at the laſt ſeſſions appeared as a principal 
witneſs, to prove the return of Elizabeth Canning to 
London.“ ; dE . „ 

This ſtory, with a more malicious turn, was repeated 
the next morning, June 2, in The London Daily Advertiſer 
and Inſpector, as follows: „ 
„ Thurſday laſt Elizabeth Knot, one of theevidences in 
behalf of the virtuous Mrs. Elizabeth Canning at her late 
trial for perjury at the Old-Baily, was at the ſame place 
found guilty of feloniouſly ſtealing two gowns from a fe- 
male acquaintance : *tis hoped, however, that means will 
be found to prove this poor injured Mrs. Knot innocent of 
the fact, as the public have been ſo well and fo often af- 
ſured, that none but perſons of reputation and character 
were engaged in ſupport of that famous modern ſtory- 
teller,” | 7 3 

From the Gazetteer of June the 4th. 


Asit is unneceſſary, at leaſt unjuſtifiable, to lie for the 
truth, the Friends of Elizabeth Canning might _— 
| | with 
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with ſecret ſatisfaction, the many falſities that are ad- 
vanced, and truths that are perverted, reſpecting her and 
themſelves, from an aſſurance that it muſt, in the iſſue, 
terminate in the confuſion of her and their opponents, 
were it not for the guilt incurred by the authors and pro- 
pagators thereof. However, as it may be apprehended to 
be a want of juſt deference to the Public long to defer all 


notice of the repeated injurious behaviour of the friends of 


Mary Squires in this reſpect, the Public are hereby aſſured, 
that Elizabeth Knot, who was tried at the Old Baily for 


ſtealing two gowns, and found guilty of ſingle felony, was 


ſo far from appearing at the laſt ſeffions as a a, wit= © 


neſs to prove the return of Elizabeth Canning to London, 
as is poſitively aſſerted in the Whitehall Evening Poſt of 
the 1ſt inſt. and in the London Daily Advertiſer and In- 
ſpector of the next day, that ſhe was not ſubpcenaed or 
examined on the trial of Elizabeth Canning, to that or 
any other fact. And the authors of thoſe paragraphs are 


in this public manner called upon to prove what is there 


alerted. | LY 

Elizabeth Knot had, indeed, ſome time fince, given to 
one of Elizabeth Canning's friends a circumſtantial detail 
of ſuch incidents related to her by Vertue Hall in the Gate- 
houſe, before and after the boaſted Recantation, as might 
have been urged to prove that this Recantation was made. 


under ſuch circumſtances as rendered it of little weight, 


when oppoſed to a teſtimony upon oath. If her ſtory had 
tended to ſerve, and had been related to, the Gipſey's, 
friends, more than one inſtance might have led her to ex- 
pect encouragement ; but her character prevented her being 
ſubpœenaed or called, or intended to be ſubpœnaed or called, 


for Elizabeth Canning; whoſe cauſe neither wanted, and, 


it is indiſputable, has never had, the ſupport of ſuch ſort 
of witneſſes : tho? from Elizabeth Knot's urgency to be 
ſabpoenaed, and unſollicited attendance, ſome, perhaps, 
may judge her intitled to the hearing abſolutely denied her, 
by thoſe who had the direction of Elizabeth Canning's de- 
tence, Whether the abovementioned paragraph in the 
Whitehall Evening Poſt, and the paraphraſe on it in yeſ- 
terday's London Daily Advertiſer, have the ſame author 


or not, they are evidently written with the fame ſpirit.— 


But if theſe enemies to Elizabeth Canning, to ſociety, to 
truth, can ſeparate the guilt from the folly, neither ſhe or 
ker friends will be injured ; tho” if, inſtead of retracting 
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their paſt lies, they ſhould invent and propagate new one:; 
till they make themſelves, if poſſible, more deteſtable, ang 
due ſhame and puniſhment overtake them.  _ _ ; 


From the INSPECTOR, Ne 186; 
Publiſhed Friday June 7th, 1754. | 
L , The marks of reference (Ns I.) (Ne II.) &c. in thi 
paper, direct to the paſſages that are diſtinguiſhed by thi 
fame numbers in the fullowing affidavit of Mr. Butts. 
"THE IxspEcToOR, encouraged by the opinion of the 
1 generality of znprejudzced perſons (the bulk of his 
own acquaintance) takes it for granted, that Elizabeth 
Canning, leſs guilty than her abettors, has been prompted 
to a great part of what ſhe has done by others; and that 
rather than expoſe them to puniſhment by confeſſion, ſhe 
has chearfully gone through a ſeries, of uncommon diſ- 
treſſes, and now as patiently ſubmits to the ſentence that 
has paſſed upon her. After obſerving, that the meant t 
obtain this confeſſion, is to bring her to à juſt and cool ſenſi 
her, fault, by putting her under the direction of THE 
RDINARY ; let it be repeated, THE ORDINARY; 
and (having before experienced the advantages of cloſetting) 
to keep from her all her friends, who, to 1mpoſe upon a weak 
mind, dare to claim the authority of a pretended piety, he pro- 
ceeds as follows : 25 Dis ; 
What I have been informed in this matter, I ſhall de- 
clare openly ; as I have received thoſe accounts from per- 
ſons of diſtinguiſbed probity and honour ; and think the pur- 
port of them to be of general concern; requeſting, in the 
name of candour, that none will wreſt my expreſſions into 
perſonal accuſation againſt any, for J intend no ſuch thing. 
A gentleman, whoſe office as well as character have 2 


claim to ſome reſpect, went early in a — to the 


priſon, to ſee Canning; not out of an idle curioſity, but 
with hope ſhe might be inclined to ſpeak candidly, and 
might take the opportunity of his viſit to do it: he re- 


_ ceived for anſwer, that he could not be admitted to her; 


for there were orders that only certain perſons ſhould ſee 
her. The reply to this unexpected anſwer was, that what 
he had ſollicited as a favour, he demanded upon this re- 
fuſal as a matter of right; for being a magiſtrate he might 
inſiſt upon ſeeing a priſoner. The return to this - 


nes; 
and 


( I7 } 
fill, that he could not be admitted without the particular 
zuthority of ſome other perſon, to whom there was an 
offer to ſend. This gentleman, not chuſing obligations of 
ſuch a kind, declined it, and came away. 

Three gentlemen at another time, two of whom are 
magiſtrates, made a viſit to the priſon of the ſame kind, 
and with the ſame expectations; for however the girl might 
have been buoy'd up with fooliſh hopes before, they ima- 
gined that the terrors of a priſon, and a ſentence, might in- 
duce her, F ſhe had any thing to divulge, to make a con- 

effi0nte 

ff bete gentlemen had the permiſſion they deſired to ſee 
her; but they were met upon the ſtairs by one who coun- 
termanded that order, and told them they ſhould not have 
admittance: as this was an inſolence not ſupported by 
(Ne I.) any power or office, they got the better of the ob- 
ſtacle, and the perſon was reprimanded in a ſevere and 
proper manner. | | 

They found the girl ſurrounded by (Ne II.) a circle of 
ent huſiaſts, who believed, or pretended to believe her in- 
nocent; and inſtead of the rational part, the admoniſhing 
her to declare whatever was the truth, were ſupporting 
her againſt her ſentence ; profaning the moſt ſacred names 
and telling her (N? III.) the Lord God was with her in the 
priſon ; as if there were places where the Creator of the 
world was not; and that her Lord and Saviour, tif ſhe was 
pilloryed, would ſtand upon her right hand to protect her. 

(Ne IV.) Open the table were bottles full and empty, to 
ſupport the weakneſs of the fleſh; and in her hand a book, 
which was, as the enthuſiaſts about her ſaid, the next in 
value to the Scriptures. (N? VI.) VJ were to repeat the 
title it would not be known. Is this, let me appeal to the 


whole world, is this a conduct to obtain confeſſion ? Is it 


probable that a young and ignorant creature, (Ne V.) 
inflamed, perhaps, with wine, and made drunk with en- 
thufiaſm, ſhould ever be brought to a ſenſe of her condi- 
tion? Certainly a moderate allowance, retirement, and 
the exhortation of a diſinteręſted clergyman, would give 
the ground of a more reaſonable expectation. 


One of the gentlemen who made this viſit, ſpoke to her 


with mildneſs and ſolemnity : he told her, they imagined 
ſhe might have ſomething upon her mind which ſhe wiſhed 
to diicloſe, and profeſſing themſelves to mean friendly to 
her in this viſit, they invited her to take the opportunity of 


ſpeaking. The girl changed countenance ; as this gentle- 
C man 
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| 5 ( 18 ) | | of 
3] man ſpoke to her, (Ne VII.) ſe roſe fro her feat and cam: w 
3 toward him, with all the appearance of beginning an inſtant br 
and a full confeſſion : the people who were about her inter- hz 
cepted, and prevented her from ſpeaking. he 
(N VIII.) Thus ended alſo this viſit, uitleſoly, after the I 
mot promiſing appearance; and thus, I ſuppoſe, remains the ſh 
girl, ſecluded by her pretended friends, from all who really MW la 
would be ſuch; and the very hope of a confeſſion cut off. de 
Whether this be lawful, or againſt law, I am ignorant; cer- to 
tainly it is againſt reaſon. - In whoſe particular power it ch 
lies to prevent it, I do not know ;. but whoſoever has that ¶ pe 
power, to him I preſume to addreſs theſe relations, and to 25 
declare the perſons, requeſting him, in the name of juſtic, be 
if others have hitherto ated as they pleaſed, to exert that MW th 
power; to let this criminal be treated, tho' not with ſe— 
verity, yet as a criminal, and to join the univerſal endea- 
vour to penetrate, if that be poſſible, into the depth of 
this affair. 5 


1 muſt expect, for this, the torrent of abuſe and falſity of 
ſo often let looſe upon me by thoſe who eſpouſe Canning, N io. 
and not jz/7:ce ;, but the calumny of ſuch men is contemp- as 

tible. I hope, in the courſe of theſe papers, I can have * 
offended no others, for I am of no party ; if J have, I take 21 


this opportunity to declare, that it has been without any 
intention; whatever J have written having been general 
and never meant to reflect upon any particular perſon. 


From the Gazetteer of Fune the Sth. 


The writer of the Inſpector, having in his paper of June 
the 7th, given an account of ſome very extraordinary | 
incidents relating to Elizabeth Canning fince her con- 
finement in Newgate, he is, in this public manner, > 
called upon to declare at what time thoſe incidents hap- 
pened, who were the perſons concerned, and upon 
what authority his aſſertions are grounded ; after which 
he may be thought worthy of a reply. In the mean In 
time the friends of Elizabeth Canning content them- 

ſelves wich printing, for the ſatisfaction of the public, a 
the following certificate | ; 


une 7, 1754. - Poe 

The many falſities daily propagated W 2 Wai 
ſtory of Elizabeth Canning, oblige me to acquaint the 
public, that ſoon after the commitment of that un- NP 
happy girl to Newgate, I was requeſted by one of her C 
friends to viſit her as a clergyman, I have viſited her |} 
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often, without giving notice of my coming; and al- 
ways found the appearance of order, decency, and ſo- 
briety, both in the priſoner and her few attendants. I 
have converſed with her alone, and in the preſence of 
her friends, on the crime for which ſhe was indicted ; 
J have read to, and prayed with her and them; and as 
ſhe profeſſed herſelf a member of the church of Eng- 
land, ſhe always joined cordially and earneſtly in the 
devotional offices of the liturgy ; nor have I been able 
to diſcover any thing that could give occaſion to a 
charge of Enthuſiaſm. On the contrary, the ap- 
pearance, the converſation, and the behaviour of Eli- 
zabeth Canning have, to the beſt of my obſervation, 
been always ſuch, as indicated a mind not unſettled in 
the principles of religion, or conſcious of flagrant guilt, 
. WILLIAM REYNER, 
Rector of St. Mary, Magdalen, Old Fiſh- ſtreet. 


From the Gazetteer of Tune I2th, 


As the writer of the Inſpector has taken no notice of 
the public call upon him to authenticate his bold aſſertions 
on Friday laſt to the prejudice of Elizabeth Canning, any 

ore than the author of the abſolute falſhood inſerted in 


the Whitehall Evening Poſt, and in his paper, in relation 


to Elizabeth Knot—a full refutation upon oath of his 
alicious detail of Friday laſt, will be inſerted in this 
paper to-MOITOW., 


he Affidavit of Mr. THomas BuTTs, firſt 
printed in the Gazetteeer of June 13. 
% (No J.) (No II.) &c. refer to the paſſages that are diſtin- 


guiſhed by the ſame numbers in the preceding paper, taken 
from the INSPECTOR. 


MMEDIATELY after the jury brought in their ſecond 
verdict againſt Elizabeth Canning, the court was 


moved—** that ſhe might be indulged with a ſeparate 


room, have always a friend or two with her, and not be 


* mntruded on by ſtrangers without her conſent,” — (Ne 1.) 


hich was approved and directed. The ſteps taken to 
drocure the recantation of Virtue Hall; the manner in 


Which that affair had been miſrepreſented in the public pa- 


pers; and the ſuggeſtion of Mary Squires's council in 
open court, “that a confeſſion might be obtained from 
Canning alſo in a priſon,” rendered that motion pru- 

. "© 2 dent, 


| 
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dent, which compaſſion firſt prompted. Mr. Reyner: 


teſtimony has undeceived the public in regard to the pre. 
tended Enthuſiaſm of Canning and her friends *; and 
the following affidavit, which can be confirmed by other 


perſons of credit, will beſt ſhew the intention of the vi. 


litors, and juſtify the apprehenſions of the viſited—whg 
ought to have been {ccure from ſuch intruſion in a country 
where the INQUISITION is yet a ſtranger, and where it y 
hoped the Inſpector and infamy will for ever be chained to. 
gether in the public opinion. | 

London.] Thomas Butts, of the pariſh of St. Luke, in 
the county of Middleſex, Gentleman, maketh oath ani 
ſaith, that about four o'clock in the afternoon of Saturdy 
the eleventh day of May one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
fifty-four, to the beſt of this deponent's remembrante and 
belief as to the time, there were (N® II.) preſent in tha 
room in the priſon of Newgate, in which Eliz. Canning, 
a priſoner, is confined, the ſaid Elizabeth Canning, The- 
mas Colley her uncle, James Thorne, a young womar 
whoſe name this deponent knows not, William Keny, 
and this deponent, and no other perſon or perſons :' dur- 
ing which time, Richard Akerman, the keeper of tht 
faid priſon, came up to the ſaid room, and introduce 
three perſons therein, two of whom declared to, or in 
the hearing of him, this deponent, their names to bt 
Lediard and Smith, and that they were juſtices of thi 
peace ; the name of the other this deponent doth not re 


member to have heard, nor doth he now know. And thi: 


deponent further faith, that whilſt the ſaid Richard Aker 


man and the three perſons laſt named continued in th! 
room aforeſaid, a converſation was begun and carried 0 


between the perſons, and to the following purport, which 
this deponent can, with ſome degree of certainty, remen 
ber, as well from the fingularity thereof and his Having 
ſince frequently mentioned the ſame, as from his appre 
hending ſuch viſit to be made with an unfriendly view d 
deſign againſt the ſaid Elizabeth Canning. 

Akerman. + Theſe are gentlemen in the @ommiſſio 
that are come to ſee Mrs. Canning. | Le 


We hear that a ſcurrilous anonymous letter has been late) 
ſent by the penny-poſt to a worthy clergyman ; the writer « 
which is eafily gueſſed at from the ſingularity of his ſtyle: bu 
it ſeems it is not that Reverend Gentleman's inclination to takt 
notice of any letters, to which the author is either ArR AID G 
ASHAMED to ſubſcribe his REAL NAME. 


+ Mr. Akerman did not continue long in the room So 
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Lediard. 1 have the honour to bear his Majeſty's com- 
miſſion. I am come to ſee you, Mrs. Canning, believing 
ou may have ſomething upon your mind that you may 
wiſh to diſcloſe. I have a great friendſhip for you, and 
pity you moſt heartily in your unhappy condition. I am 
ho ot ther efore, to examine vou, and aſk you a tew que- 
ions. 


11 Smith. Aye, Juſtice Lediard has been the girl's good 
to. friend, and has it in his power to ſerve her; and, for my 
part, my beart bleeds for her. 3 
u Butts. Gentlemen, you make large profeſſions to this 
niſl girl 3 but we don't know that you are her friends, (you 
may, or may not:) but this we know, that ſhe has ene- 
ni mies who come here endeavouring to trepan her; and ſhe 


has been adviſed by her friends to enter into no examina- 
hal tion, or anſwer any queſtions.—I believe, Betty, you 
no 9on't chuſe to anſwer any queſtions—Do you? . 
* E. Canning. (Rifng up) No, Sir, I don't chuſe to 
anſwer any. (Sts down again.) „ 
Smith. Pray, Sir, who are you, that take upon you 
thus to dictate to the girl ? 1 
Butts. My name, Sir, is Thomas Butts: I am one of 
his Majeſty's ee ber ; and I live in Ratcliff- row, in 
the pariſh of St. Luke (here Smith, with a pencil, wrote, 
or pretended to write down, what was ſaid}, And now, 
Sir, pray who are you? 5 © 
Lediard. Sir, he is alſo a juſtice of the peace, and his 
rl name is Smith. By what authority did you aſk the juſtice 
MI that queſtion ? I think it was very impertinent. © 
a Kemp. Pray, Sir, how could my friend read juſtice in 
nll his face? 5 N | | 
coll Lediard. (to Butts) Pray, Sir, how long have you 
mY known this girl? . 
nl Butts. I have known her about tree weeks, 
re Lediard. (to Kemp) And how long have you known 
KM... >. Kemp. 


after ſaying, upon Juſtice Lediard's firſt deſiring Mr. Kemp and 
Mr. Butts to quit the room, and Mr. Kemp's abſolute refuſal to 
go out unleſs he was turned out by Mr. Akerman, that he had 
no authority to turn him out, he added, I ſippoſe gentlemen my pre- 
fence is not neceſſary, or words to that effect, and immediately 
retired. | "LE 

Mr. Butts is a Deputy King's Waiter ; but his employment 
being in all reſpects the ſame with a Landwaiter's, the Deputy 
King's Waiters are generally called Landwaiters, 


a | GE 
Kemp. I have known her about half an hours 
Lediard. Then curioſity brought you here. 
Kemp. Sir, I came from two motives ; curioſity and 
pity. I fay pity, becauſe T believe her innocent of the 
crime laid to her charge; and I think ſhe has had hard 
uſage. | : | 
Smith. There; you ſee how this poor wretch is, by 
retended friends, ſpirited up to perſiſt in her ſtory.— 
Ie are her friends, and would help her; but you deceive 
het with vain hopes ; for what can ſave her from the pil- 
lory and tranſportation ? 5 88 
Butts. What can ſave her, Sir! His Majeſty's cle- 
mency. A 
Smith. His Majeſty, Sir! what can he do in the caſe 
of perjury ? | 
Lediard. To be ſure his Majeſty can pardon ; he be- 
ing the fountain of all mercy. hs 
Smith. I don't pretend to underſtand much of the law. 
Butts. His Majeſty is a gracious prince. — She has 
many friends ſince her trial, that ſhe had not before.— 
I believe a hundred to one.— I therefore hope her caſe will 
be properly repreſented to the King. 
Smith. There, you ſee how this girl is ſpirited up, 
He ſays the has now a thouſand friends where ſhe had but 
one. 
Kemp. Sir, you multiply by tens; my friend ſaid a 
hundred to one. 
Smith. O, that is only ninety-nine difference. 
Kemp. It is nine hundred en : | | 
Butts. As to ſpiriting her up, Sir, I acknowledge we 
do.— I tell her ſhe has cauſe to be chearful, from a con- 
ſciouſneſs of her own innocence ; and I adviſe her to truſt 
in the living God, who has hitherto ſupported her, and I 
doubt not will to the end (here was a general ſneer.) T am 
ſorry, Gentlemen, that adviſing a perſon to truſt in God 
ſhould give offence to juſtices of the peace. 
Lediard. No, Sir, That can't give offence; *tis good 
advice. ' - | ” 
Smith. (or Stranger) O, theſe are your Whitfieldlites! 
Butts. Betty, do you know Mr. Whitheld ? 
E. Canning. No, Sir. 
Butts. Do you know any of his followers ? 
E. Canning. No, Sir. 
Butts. Do you know me to be one of his followers ? 
| E. Canning. 
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E. Canning. No Sir. 

Butts. There, Gentlemen, you have not hit the mark, 

Lediard. Child, what book is that in your hand? 

Butts. Shew the Gentlemen your book. It is Kempis's 
Imitation of Chriſt. Betty, you need not be aſhamed of 
it, I believe it's the beſt book ſhe can read, except the 
Bible. (Here the girl got up, gave the book to him, and re- 
urned to ber ſeat.) | | 

Lediard. It is a very good book, to be ſure.— Well, 
Sir (addrefling himſelf to Mr. Kemp) you ſay you have 
been here half an hour, and you have ſatisfied your curi- 
fity,—Now, Sir, you'll be pleaſed to withdraw, and 
vive us the ſame opportunity. | | 

Kemp. No, Sir, we don't think that it is proper; nor 
vill we leave the room for you, Gentlemen. 

Lediard. I find nothing can be done: but, before we 
po, I would aſk eee which ſhall be only a previous 
ueſtion, (Then, addrefling himſelf to Elizabeth Can- 
ing, he ſaid) I aſk, whether you will anſwer me any 
ueſtions that I ſhall put to you. N 
E. Canning. No, Sir, J have ſaid the whole truth in 
ourt, and nothing but the truth: and I don't chuſe to 
nſwer any queſtion, unleſs it be in court again. 

And this deponent further faith, that no ſuch expreſſions 
r words of ſuch import, as that (Ne III.) the Lord God 
as with Elizabeth Canning in priſon, and that her Lord 
nd Saviour, if fhe was pillory d, would fland upon her right 
and to protect her; or any expreſſion of a ſetious and re- 
e eious kind, other and beſides thoſe mentioned in the above 
iited conference, were made uſe of by any perſon in the 
t dmpany at the time and place aforeſaid. 

I And this deponent further ſaith, that when the ſaid 
n Wichard Akerman, the ſaid perſon whoſe name this depo- 
d Wnt doth not know, and the ſaid juſtices, Lediard and 
ith, came into the ſaid room, the flap of the table that 
d Pod between the two windows, and is the only table 
| the room, was down; and that the ſaid Juſtice Smith 
et to the ſaid table, and reſted againft it; and that there 
is (No IV.) no bottle or bottles, either full or empty, 
inding on the ſaid table, to the beſt of this deponent's 
owledge, remembrance, or belief. | 
And this deponent further ſaith, that after the ſaid Ri- 
ard Akerman, the ſaid perſon whoſe name this deponent 
th not know, and the ſaid juſtices Lediard and Smith 
6 gone away out of the ſaid room; he, this deponent, 
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and the ſaid William Kemp, drank each of them one gi 
of wine, and no more, out of a bottle which he had na 
before ſeen, and which was not on the ſaid table on the 
time aforeſaid z but that the ſaid Elizabeth Canning diy 
not, whilit this deponent was in the ſaid room at the tim 
aforeſaid, (Ne V.) drink any of the ſaid wine, or any 
other liquor, tea only excepted ; nor did this deponer 
ſee any other bottle or other veſſel containing any fort « 
ſtrong liquors. _ — 

And this deponent further faith, that though he hy 
been very often in the ſaid room, ſometimes twice, an 
once three times in à day, as well in the evening as a 
other times, yet he never ſaw the ſajd Elizabeth Canniy 
drink (N* V.) a drop of wine or any other ſtrong liquor 
excepting a ſingle glaſs of wine and water, which fx 
drank on the evening of the day on which ſhe received 
ſentence. SO 

And this deponent further ſaith, that the (Nꝰ VI.) bod 
which the ſaid Elizabeth Canning had in her hand, whe 
the ſaid Richard Akerman, the ſaid perſon whoſe nan 
this deponent doth not know, and the ſaid juſtices 
diard and Smith came in, was, The Chriſtian's Pattern, 
a Treatiſe of the Imitation of Feſus Chriſt, written in Lai 
by Thomas a Kempis, and. rendered into Engliſh by Gear 
Stanhope, D. D. Dean of Canterbury; and that it was, 
thirteenth edition, printed for twenty perſons, many of wha 
are eminent bookſellers, in the year 1751, as appears 
the title page of the ſaid book.  _ 

And this deponent further ſaith, that when the { 
Elizabeth Canning declared that fhe did not chuſe to anſu 
any queſtions (N VII.) the roſe up out of ceremony, as th 
deponent verily believes, but immediately ſat down api 
without coming forward; and when this deponent deli 
the ſaid Elizabeth Canning to ſhew the ſaid juſtice Ledi 
the ſaid book, ſhe roſe a ſecond time from her ſeat, 1 
went to the ſaid juſtice Lediard, and having given li 
the ſaid book, returned to her ſeat again. 

And this deponent further faith, that he does not rem 
ber, or believe, that the ſaid Elizabeth Canning 4 
from her ſeat at all, except as aforeſaid, during the\ 
converſation. 

And this deponent further ſaith, that the ſaid Elizab 
Canning did not offer to go towards the ſaid juſtice þ 
diald, the faid juſtice Smith, or the ſaid other pet 
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whom this deponent doth not know; but when ſhe went® 
at the requeſt of this deponent, to deliver the ſaid book into 
the hands of the faid juſtice Lediard. | 

And this deponent further faith, that he hath carefully 
read a paper called the Inſpector, and publiſhed on Friday 
une the 7th inſtant, which contains many abſolute 
falſehoods, groſs miſrepreſentations and ſcandalous infinua- 
tions; and that from ſuch falſehoods, miſrepreſentations 
and inſinuations, he is induced to believe, that the ſaid 
paper was written and publiſhed with a malicious deſign 
to have the ſituation of the ſaid Elizabeth Canning, as a 
priſoner, exchanged for a worſe; to injure her in the 
opinion of the public; and, if poſſible, to prevent her 

enjoying the bleſſing of the royal clemency. 


Sworn before me at my houſe 
the oth day of June 1754, 
before me . 


S. FLUDYER. THOMAS BUTTS. 


(Ne VIII) The concluſion of the InsptECTOR para- 
mnſed. | 

Thus ended this vifit frazzleſs/y, not producing the ef- 
fect that was produced by the recantation of Vertue Hall; 
and the very hope of a confeſſion, upon which the charac- 
ters of ſo many perſons depend, was totally cut off. Whe= 
ther this be lawful or not, I am either ſo ignorant of the 
rights and privileges of a Britiſh ſubject, or ſo willing to 
have them deſtroyed, as not to be able to determine. The 
tortures praCtiſed by the moſt arbitrary governments ſhould, 
I think, be practiſed now; I exhort the magiſtrate to make 
uſe of them: and this poor girl, for whom I feel the ten- 
dereſt compaſſion, ought to have every ſinew crack'd, and 
every limb broken, rather than there ſhould not be a 
chance, by perverting even an involuntary groan into a 
ſymptom of guilt, of my retrieving that credit which I 
have ſo often and fo juſtly forfeited. 

For this, I muſt expect the indignation and abhorrence 
of all thoſe who have not loſt their underſtanding and their 
humanity : but this will be nothing, if upon aſſuming the 


appearance of that virtue to which I am a ſtranger, and 


boaſting of that knowledge which I have not acquired, I 
can ſtil] ſupport an equipage, by being ſuffered to make 
uſe of all future opportunities to perſecute innocence and 
impoſe upon credulity. 


D From 
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From the GazrTTEER of Saturday June 15 
A Letter to the INSPECTOR. 


viſeable method which can now be taken with Eliz. 


ER, « 
1. your eg Friday laſt you ſay, that the moſt ad. 


anning, is to deſire a clergy man to wait upon her at con- 
venient ſeaſons, and deal with her conſcience. I am very 
much of your opinion; but then it is but an equitable de. 
mand, that a perſon of the ſame character ſhould likewiſe 
be appointed to deal in the ſame manner with the Gypſy 
and her chief managers. I can't ſee how this can be fe- 
fuſed, unleſs you ſuppoſe that Canning has ſtill fo much 
conſcience and ingenuity left, as to render her ſuſceptibie 
of good impreſſions ; but that the other are arrived to ſuch 
a pitch of obduracy, as to be proof againſt all theſe. But 
this cannot be your meaning, as you have appeared ſo 
warm an advocate for, this worthy knot. of people ever 


fince the affair came upon the theatre of the world. I al 


tow that you give this advice from other principles; and 
theſe, according to your paper, are, that no body now 
ſeems to doubt of her guilt, and that a confeſſion of it from 
her own mouth would give a ſatisfaction to the world which 
they ſtill want. I ſhall not enter into a nice and critical 
diſquiſition upon the abſurdity, that the world ſtill wants ſa- 
ti faction in @ thing of which they have no doubt, but ſhall 
only expreſs my ſurprize how ſuch an aſſertion eſcaped your 
pen. For my own part, I am one who never ſaw Eliz, 
Canning, nor do I know that I am acquainted with any 
body who ever did ſee her, ſo I can't underſtand how I can 
be prejudiced in her favour; and yet I doubt whether ſhe 
Is guilty or not, and I can eaſily take upon me to ſay that 
there are thouſands in London in the ſame circumſtances 
nay, if I can take any eſtimate of things from common 
converſation, ten thouſands, who are as much perſuaded 
of her innocence as you are of her guilt. If you would 
have ſuffered yourſelf co think and ſpeak with a little leſs 
precipitancy, you would perhaps have found, that one-half 
of the people of this city are Kill doubters in this matter, 
after all that has been done. And ] confeſs to you, that I 
ſhould not chooſe to be the affertor of a thing, of which 
the half of the nation, as ſoon as they read it, can lay their 


hands upon their hearts, and ſay, it is falſe. You'll reply, 
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that theſe are only the weak and credulous; but there is no 
reaſon that they ſhould take your bare word, or even your 
beſt judgement, that they are ſo, any more than you are 
obliged to take their's with reſpect to your capacity. I 
wiſh when people write they would do it leſs at random. 

But that I may not be charged with pouring a torrent of 
abuſe upon you, a thing you ſo often complain of, though 

if people abuſe others they muſt expect retaliations will be 

made, I ſhall eaſily admit there is either an unaccountable 

miſtake, or one of the baſeſt impoſitions the world ever 

heard of, on the one ſide or tother. You, with great con- 

e. fidence, tell us your mind of the matter, in charging Can- 

i ning and her friends with the plot. I ſhall not enquire in- 

50 your grounds of conviction, but only take the liberty to 

© 2k you, that, as you think there is a plot, which of the 

ch fdes was moſt capable of entering into it; whether a per- 

1e fon whom you yourſelf have often called a Gypſy (for I 

Cl own 1 know nothing of her) and the patrons and affociates 

ut of Gypſies, a race, whoſe very profeſſion is cozenage and 

lo impoſture; or a ſervant girl of eighteen, whoſe character 

is uablameable, brought up under virtuous parents, and 

l working reputably for her bread ? I leave this with you to 

d anſwer, and confeſs I ſhould have been apt to ſuſpect 
a plot on Canning's fide, if ſhe had been a Gypſy. 

As to the evidence upon the trial, it ſeems, with re- 
ſpect to the Gyply's ibi, and alibi, to be as equally bal- 
lanced as a pound in one ſcale and a pound in the other; 
in ſuch a caſe as this the world will be prying into the 
characters of witneſſes; and, in ſpite of any man's zeal 
for a ſide, aſk themſelves, whether theſe people, who have | 
been intimates of gypſies, and often revelled and carouſed 
with them, are as much to be credited as thoſe who know | 
them perſonally very well, but think it a diſgrace ever to 
keep company with them in ſuch a ſenſe. I need not 
remind you of the common proverbs, that, Lite draws to 
lie, and Tell me the company and Vll tell you the man. But 
ſuppoſe the evidence equal in this reſpect, yet there is 
ſomething on Canning's fide, which there is nothing on 
the other fide to ballance at all; and theſe are the conceſ- 
tons made by mother Well. and the Gypſy herſelf. What 
could induce them to make theſe conceſſions, except the 
con iction of truth, will puzzle any mortal to account 
for, as it was the only way to that infamy and deſtruction f 
nich they wiſhed to avoid: to talk of their doing it from 
hurry and fear, is an abuſe 7 the underſtandings of m ; 
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for they had nothing greater to fear than what theſe con- 
feſſions naturally led them to, that is, death and ruin. II 
aſſure you, Sir, if Canning had made the ſame confeſſions 
with reſpe& to herſelf, I would, without more ado, have Je 
looked upon her as one of the vileſt impoſtors, and paid I x. 
but little regard to any exculpatory proof ſhe could bring N ot 
afterwards. F can't ſee, therefore, how you can deny me th 
the pleaſure of believing them, upon their own word, eſ- te. 
pecially as you have fo high an opinion of their innocence I a 
and integrity. E 
T have only one thing more to afk of you, and that is 4 

as Canning's friends have called upon you a week ago to fe. 
produce your authority for aſſerting, that they inflamed t 
her with wine in the priſon, buoyed her up with enthuſ- 
aſtic notions, and ſo prevented her making a confeſſion, 
you would ſatisfy the public in that matter, elſe they muſt 
lock upon it as ſomething worſe than baſe ſcurrility. A, 


The Creature's at his dirty work again. Pop. 


T F ſeven years ſhould elapſe without the entire elucida- 
tion of Canning's affair, by ſome public execution, or 
the horrors of a private death bed; and if the remem- 
brance of the Inſpector, ſhall not, e're then, have periſhed 
for ever ; nothing in this tranſaction will appear more 
wonderful to a candid examiner, than his unabating aſſu- 
Tance. 
To have been detected in bringing cauſeleſs miſery upon ch 
the Lady of an unhappy ſuicide, utterly unknowing and m 
unoffending him; to have been detected in a falſhood, an 
equally cruel and groundleſs, in regard to the occaſion of i eit 
Mr. Paul's duel; to have been detected in the impudent 
pretence of giving bread to * Mr. Smart by means of Mr. 8 
| : New- 


* « There is one Smart alſo, againſt whoſe ſeverity I have ſtil bu 
< leſs to plead—'twas I that introduced him to the world—his co 
1 Bookieller took him into ſalary on my approbation of the 
ſpecimens which he offered. I betrayed him into the pro- g. 
feſſion, and having ftarved upon it, he has a right to abuſe ol 
% me. Inſpector, No. 453. be 

T This produced the following declaration. ph 

“ Whereas the Inſpector in his paper of the 7th inſtant, has di 
« confidently aſſerted, that he recommended Mr. Smart to me, 
and made us acquainted ; I think it my duty to undeceive the la: 
pablick, and contradict an aſſertion ſo abſolutely falſe. © 
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(29) 1 
Newbery, when Mr. Newbery had only been employed 
to obtain him the favour of five minutes audience (his 
frſt and laſt audience) of Mr. Smart; and to have been 
deteRed in writing, and then diſclaiming the * IMPERTI· 
MENT 3 would ſurely have filled up the meaſure of any 
other periodical proſtitute. But Canning, deſtined to be 
the prey of malice and the ſport of folly, afforded him a 
temptation on the decline of his paper not to be reſiſted; 
and tho' almoſt every paragraph of his performances con- 
tained a falſhood or an ineonſiſtency, yet many truſted to 
the improbability of any man's daring to publiſh ſuch a 
ſeries of falſhoods and inconſiſtencies, and his end was ob- 
tained. i | 
A few 
« The truth is—Dr. Hill (the ſuppoſed author of the Inſpec- 


& tor) called at my houſe one Sunday in the afternoon, about 
« {xz months after Mr. Smart and I had been concerned toge- 
« ther in buſineſs, and expreſſed a deſire of being made known 
„to him. As Mr. Smart was then above ſtairs, I brought them 
% together, when the doctor complimented him on his writings, 
« and gave both him and me an invitation to his houſe, which 
« was never complied with. By the manner of their addrefling 
« cach other, they appeared to be abſolute ſtrangers; and after 
« the doctor was gone, Mr. Smart told me he had never ſeen 
« Dr, Hill before.” Joux NewsBery 


Extract from the IMPERTIN ENT. | 


* There are men who write becauſe they have wit; there are 
thoſe who write becauſe they are hungry: There are ſo ue of the 
modern authors who have a conſtant fund of both theſ: cauſes ; 
and there are who will write, although they are not inſtigated 
either by the one or by the other. The firſt are all ſpirit ; the 
ſecond are all earth ; the third diſcloſe more life, or more vapi- 
dity, as the one or the other cauſe prevails; and for the laft, 
having neither the one nor the other principle for the cauſe, 
they | Aus neither the one nor the other character in the effect: 
but begin, continue, and end; as if they had neither begun, 
continued, nor ended at all. 

Of the firſt one ſees an inſtance in Fielding; Smart with equal 
right ſtands foremoſt among the ſecond; of the third, the min- 
gled wreath belongs to Hill; and for the fourth, none who has 
been curious enough to read the college oration in honour of 
phyſic, and in defamation of quacks and quackery, will dare to 
Ciſpute the pre-eminence with Sir William Brown. 

Thoſe ge el firſt rank are the moſt capricious, and the moſt 
lazy of all animals: The monkey genius would rarely exert it- 
Gf. if even idleneſs innatę did not give way. to the ſuperior tove 


| LT  , TN - 
A few of his confident aſſertions were, that Cannin 

aid ſhe ſubſiſted upon one cruſt of bread twenty-eight 

days ; that ſhe never deſcribed the Gypſey's perſon before 

her being taken at Enfield; that Fortune Natus and his 

| wife 


of miſchief. The aſs that characters the ſecond is as laborious 
and as dull, and as indefatigable as he is empty: Stranger to the 
caprice of geni:s, he knows none of its riſings or its falle; but 
he wears a ridiculous comicalneſs of aſpect, that makes People 
ſmile when they ſee him at a diſtance ; his mouth opens, be. 
cauſe he muſt be fed; and the world often joins with the philo- 
ſopher in laughing at the inſenſibility and obſtinacy that make 


him prick his lips with thiſtles. 


Extract from the GenTLEMAN's MAC AZIxR, Aug. 1752 


The IuERTINENr, printed [in the manner of the Rambler, 
for J. Bouquet, price two-pence. To have been continued 
every Thurſday. Of this piece, Dr. Hill, in his Inſpector of the nit 
Tueſday following, fays : Of all the periodical pieces ſet up Wai! 
« in vain during the laſt eighteen months, I ſhall mention only 
« the moſt pert, the moſt pretending, and ſhort Lved of any, ei 
J have in vain ſent to Mr. Bouquet for the ſecond number of 

«-the Impertinent. There muſt have been indignation ſuperior Nov 

« even to curioſity, in the ſentence paſſed on this aſluming 

* piece; and the public deſerves applauſe of the higheſt kind, 

“ for having cruſhed in the bud fo threatning a miſchief. It 

be in vain to accuſe the town either of patronizing dull- 

„ neſs, or ill-nature, while this inftance can be produced, in 
b which a load of perſonal ſatyr could not procure purchaſers 
& enough to promote a ſecond number. It will not be eaſy to 

& ſay too much in favour of that candour, which has rejected 
e and deſpiſed a piece that cruelly and unjuſtly attacked Mr. 
„ Smart, &c.”—This character of the Impertnent, and ac- 
count of its reception, however quaint and inaccurate the ex- Wer 
preſſions, as they are indiſputably juſt, might be thought a ſuf- in 
ficient gratification of public curioſity ; but there is yet an inte - Nan 
reſting anecdote behind, with which the world has a right to f 
be acquainted. —The man who thus reſents the cruel treatment 
of Mr. Smart in the Inſpector, and he who thus cruelly treated 
him in the Impertinent, is known to be the ſame. The worthy 
and ingenious Dr. Hill, who every day obliges the world with a 
moral, or a philoſophical eflay, and on Saturday, with a le&ure 
on religion, is the ſcribbler who publiſhed the load of perſonal A1 
abuſe, that excited the indignation of the public, and produced ou 
the moſt pert, aſſuming, and, ſhort lived of all the periodical 
pieces which have lately a d; and in this abuſe and pert- 
neſs, he would probably have perſiſted till the work had ſwelled le 
to a volume; but that_the contempt, and indignation 150 92 
> | | —— . | * 5 0 ch Pur 


. . ISTIA REI 


ning ite had characters abſolutely. blameleſs; that Virtue Hall 
ight ore to her recantation, and that it was firſt publicly ob- 
fore Iined and made —notorious falſhoods all ! and the laſt fo 
his ecent then (many people being witnefs, with the Inſpec- 
wife Nor, to V. Hall's perſiſting in her firſt detail, till ſne had 
een out with Sir C— G— and Sir — P—, and after- 


oug 
* yards with Sir C— G— alone) that it was ſurely the ve- 
but y height of inſpectatorial attainment in the paſt year. 


ople Mrheſe and a thouſand flights like theſe, will not, how- 
be- Wrer, bound our expectations of his atchievements this 
lo- Wear, if the contempt and neglect of the public do not 
ake Won oblige him to quit the field: but unfurniſhed as he 
5 with the weapons of truth and honour, Canning and her 
52 Niiends are in no danger from his attacks. 
The tremendous name of God, and his truth, ought, in- 
u, to fill the Inſpector with all that horror he dares to 
the rie wiel, hen he mentions Mr. Fielding's ſolemn dee 
t up Miaton—But the Inſpector can bring unprovo ke 
ny n innocents unknown to him one day, for tin 
civing ſeven ſhillings by the cruel fiction; aa: 
rite as much about benevolence towards man 
owards God, as fhall bring him ſeven ſhil!! 
This was the known motive of his mentioning (1m 
|, and this is the motive to his preſent or 
he world looks no farther; and the Inſpector “C“ 


= alt who heard a great man declare himſelf fick « | 

ers or, as well as his} ſollicitor, long ago. Mr. Fie 
„to ranger to thoſe who now trouble the Infpeto: 1 
ted Mr. Fielding continues in the ſame opinion he en 
Mr. elore this trial, it is no more than many othe 


he firſt ſenſe, who thought favourably of Can IT, Us 
crhaps the number of her friends is rather increaſed than 
Uminiſhed by her diſgrace ; tho' not a doubt of her guilt 


© tan be diſcerned in the public, by one who uſurps the title 
_— df its daily obſerver. 
The proſecution againſt the Abbotſbury men being de- 


erted from the apprehenſion of non-payment of the ex- 


h 

* dence, or the conſequences of a ſuit commenced by Sir 
ure G -, or both, and all the papers and intelligence ob- 
nal Nained for Canning's ſervice being witheld, her friends 


ed Found it mpracticable to obtain a trial in a ſuperior court; 
cal | and 
rt. {ch his attempt was treated, diſcouraged him from riſking 
he neceſſary expence of paper and printing; and induced him 
o join in the public cenſure, as a detected felon, when he is 


purlued, cries out ſtop thief, and hopes to eſcape in the croud 
\at tollows him, 2 
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place the firit vight of the trial, and a ſecond adjournme 
' "of a day more took plage on the Wedneſday following 
moſt of the Gipſey's witneſſes went home.— W hat follpmy 
needs no recapitulation, except that not one of Cann 
council was preſent when the firſt verdict was brought ij 

Ihe Inſpector and his coadjutors (particularly two twely 
penny pamphletsers, who, in defiance of the expreſs dirg 
tion of that court they affect to extoll publiſh aH that g 
© peared. there in favour of the Gipſey, with unlimited agg 
i vation on. her ſide, and perverſion on Canning's) rely bold 
3 on tic poverty ol Canning for their ſafety from-legal proci 
Aud on the hazard her friends muſt run by printi ig th; 
Mee def ce, for trerr ſecurity from univerſał cont pt 
ä latccappll cation of George alias John Squires to 


* 
44 . 5 


5 OD ———— nt? * SN 


« > 
— — — ͤ —— > 
„ 

** bo N 
by £4 


F$ y human! 'F 
- tave-rul; 


n 90 


5 8 
8 5 
A. K. 
E 
ww +, 
* E 
— yy; 
5 
Xt 0 
Ver 
= * 
S w 
. 
2 
- * 
J. 
® AL 
— # 
+4 | 
4 
2 8 
9 
+ ou. 
&. 
== 
7 
22 I 
q 
— 
25 


| trary to the dites-of their conſciences, confeſſes tf 
; they did fo within a few hours after, and are now. ſet 


they think ixrcparal z 17jured, 
Rae te FLW 7b 


